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 CHARLES WOODARD GUESSED OUR MYSTERY PERSONS  FOR  NOVEMBER! 

THEY WERE “MARY RICKMAN & JESSICA RICKMAN”  

Please send us a picture for next month’s newsletter! Email pictures to bhumchurch@comcast.net. 

MYSTERY PERSON! 
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CENTENNIEL 

This past Sunday as we began a new sermon series “Simply Christmas,” I asked the church what do you think 
about when December rolls around?   
 

Some of  you said rushing, traffic, buying gifts, cold weather, parties, decorating…. One person said, “Stress!”   
 

Sometimes the rush and busyness of the season can be overwhelming.   
 

What do you remember most about Christmas each year?  When all the rush is over?  In the first days of January as 
we all begin our routines what is it you remember with a smile and joy?  
 

I always remember powerful light of the candlelight reflecting on my children’s faces on Christmas Eve as we sing 
“Silent Night.”  I remember Christmas morning, before the presents are ripped open and we gather to read to-
gether the story of Christ’s birth from Luke’s Gospel.   
 

A friend of mine recently said, “Don’t let Linus be the only one who reads the story of Christmas.”  Christmas is 
not just about counting the days till presents are opened, or visiting Santa at the mall, or rushing from party to 
party. 
 

Let this season of advent be a time to prepare for Christ coming into the world and coming into your heart.  
 

This season is not about rushing, it is about waiting.   
 

Waiting for Christ expectant and hopeful.  
 

What are the moments you will remember the most?    
 

I remember lighting our advent candles at church and home.  Praying the advent devotional together as a family 
around our kitchen table.  I remember the girls excitedly opening the advent calendar for a piece of chocolate.  I 
remember caroling in nursing homes and the neighborhood and coming back home for hot chocolate.  I remem-
ber the laughter with friends and family and sharing joy.  
 

What are the things that really matter this year?   
 

So often we can feel overwhelmed with all the stuff of Christmas—for some decorating, baking, parties, presents are 
stressful and for others they bring joy.   
 

This season truly can be a time where you need not feel overwhelmed with stress, instead you can feel over-
whelmed with awe and wonder.   
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This year, I invite you to take the time to intentionally consider what is really important in the season- how and 
will whatever you are doing help you experience Christ?  How does this event or task lead you to a greater experi-
ence and understanding of the hope, peace, joy, and love Christ has brought and continues to bring?  
 

Sometimes I walk in the playroom and I see so much abundance of toys my children have, there is so much laun-
dry because we have more clothes than we could ever wear, and I know that I do not want Christmas to simply be 
a time to add more stuff to our lives.   
 

I want Christmas to add more hope, more peace, more joy, more love.  
 

I want Christmas to fill me with more of Christ’s presence!   
 

The presence of Christ in our lives is the greatest present we can receive.  
 

Jen Hatmaker, writer and speaker, writes that in their home rather than be overwhelmed with more and more 
stuff, they have begun to give their children five gifts rather than mounds of more stuff.  They give: Something you 
want, something you need, something to wear, something to read, and have recently have added something to give.  

I don’t want stuff- I want meaning.   
 

I don’t want things- I want a deeper life in Christ.  
 

What do you want more of this year?  And what do you want less of?  What will you really remember?  What will 
make an impact on your life and the lives of others?  
 

What is it you are truly yearning for?  
 

The holidays do not have to be complicated and full of chaos and rushing- let's gather to focus on what is impor-
tant this Advent.  
 

Let's us prepare our hearts and minds for Christ, who has come with all power that is greater than our worry to 
bring more hope, greater than our fear to bring more peace, and greater than any apathy to create real love in our 
lives. Christ has power to overcome all darkness with his marvelous light.  
 

I pray this Christmas we can grow into living more like Jesus who has come to give us hope, peace, joy, light, and 
love!  
 

    Join us Sundays in Advent at 8:30 and 11 am:  

    December 1      “Less Worry, More Hope”  
    December 8      “Less Fear, More Peace”  
    December 15   “Less Sorrow, More Joy”  
    December 22     “Less Apathy, More Love”  
    December 24    "Less Darkness, More Light"  
    December 30 - 1st Sunday after Christmas    “Less of Me, More of Jesus” 
 

In God’s Love,  

Pastor Beth  
_________________________ 
http://jenhatmaker.com/blog/2011/11/29/the-christmas-conundrum  

http://jenhatmaker.com/blog/2011/11/29/the-christmas-conundrum


 

As we enter this very special time of year, it is a great opportunity to say 
thank you for your generosity to the mission of Bermuda Hundred UMC.   
This has been an excellent year and we are very pleased to report that finan-
cially the church is in good condition.  Does that mean that we have all the 
money we need or can use - no.  However,  it means that we have met our 
budget commitments other than apportionments -  overall operating costs, 
salaries, ministry expenses and mission projects have all been funded.  

Now to apportionments -- we owe $8,695.85 to pay our Virginia Annual 
Conference apportionments in full for the 2013 year.  The Finance Commit-
tee will be working on how we can accomplish this goal at our upcoming 
meeting on December 10th.  We are pleased to report that the District Ap-
portionments have been paid in full.  When you receive this newsletter, 
there will be 29 days left to complete paying your pledges and giving to the 

church.  If you will do that, we will be able to pay this apportionment amount and still cover our operat-
ing costs.  We know that we can count on your continued support. 

May God continue to bless you for your giving spirit.  Merry Christmas and we'll see you in church. 

Betty Forbes, Finance Chairman                    

Finance Committee News 

  

Tuesday, December 24, 2013 
5:30 pm Children’s Service 
11:00 pm Candlelight Service 

Friday, December 13 
6:30 PM 

Let's gather together for a fun 
night as we check out the 

Tacky Lights of Richmond and 
share a meal together!  



 

We have begun a new study called "Every Day a Friday." Research shows that peo-
ple are happiest on Fridays, and Joel Osteen reveals how we can generate this level 
of contentment and joy every day of the week. Combining his personal experiences 
with scriptural insights and principles for true happiness, he shows readers how 
every day can hold the same promise and opportunities for pure joy that they ex-
perience at five o'clock on Friday. 

 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays from 9:45-10:45 to learn how we can capture that Friday hap-
piness seven days a week!  We look forward to seeing YOU there!  We will not be meeting on December 
29th. 
 

Tabitha Strickler 
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FAQ Sermon Series 

Do you have questions about God?  The Bible?  Theology?  What we believe and why? 
 

Have you wanted to ask questions but you’re afraid? Or perhaps you’ve never had a the chance to ask? 
 

Now is the time! 
 

This January we will offer a Sermon Series of your frequently asked questions.  We’re asking you for 
your questions- about God, the bible, theology, belief, the church- whatever you have always wondered. 

You can submit your questions anonymously in a box at church that is marked FAQ or you may email 
them in to Pastor Beth at revbethanderson@gmail.com.   Please Submit Questions starting December 2
-  Friday, December 20. 
 

Out of all the questions that come in, we will take the top 4 and starting on Sunday, January 12 we’ll 
count down with the most frequently asked questions.  Will your question be one that is addressed? 
 

Let’s explore our questions! 
January 12- “FAQ #4” 

January 19- “FAQ #3” 

January 26-       “FAQ #2” 

February 2-  “FAQ #1” 

mailto:revbethanderson@gmail.com


 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
will not meet in December 

and will resume in  
January 2014.   

See Lilly Enz for more  
information. 
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SMALL GROUPS: INTENTIONAL FAITH DEVELOPMENT: 
 

Keenagers: The Keenagers will meet for lunch at the café located at Boulevard Flowers on Ruffin Mill Road 
in Colonial Heights at noon on Wednesday, December 4th. 
 

Tai Chi: The Tai Chi class will not meet at BHUMC anymore. Instead, you are invited to come to the Lu-
theran Church in Chester on Thursdays at 10:00 AM for Tai Chi.  Call Lilly Enz at 530-2877 or Peggy 
Proper at 530-3096 for more information. 
 

Bible Study: Gladys Toom’s Small Group will meet at 2:00 PM on Wednesday, December 18th in Pastor 
Beth’s office at the church.  We are studying “By Water and the Spirit”. 
 

P.o.L.O’s:  Are you a Parent of a Little One? Are you looking for a place to share the Joys and Challenges of 
being a Parent? Come to P.o.L.O’s! Wednesdays during December at Bermuda Hundred UMC from 7:00 
PM to 8:00 PM.  
 

Disciple Bible Study: Have you ever said, "I'm going to read the whole bible!" Only to stop somewhere in 
Genesis, Deuteronomy, or Numbers feeling overwhelmed and fatalistic about accomplishing the goal? It is 
possible to study and read the whole bible and to enjoy every part of it and get a lot out of the experi-
ence! The class continues on Sundays from 4-6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please try to arrive at the 
church by 3:55 PM to be ready to start bible study right at 4:00 PM. 

 

The Church Office  
will close at noon on  

Christmas Eve 
Tuesday, December 24th  

& will be closed on  
Christmas Day  

Wednesday, December 25th 
Have a safe &  

Merry Christmas! 

Christmas Mail 
   Sunday, December 8 thru  

Sunday, December 22 

    "Mail" your Christmas cards in the "post box" 
by the back door near the stairs.   

Check the Fellowship  Hall during the  

following weeks for delivered "mail". 
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Wow!  November was an awesome month for Missions at our church.  During the month of November 
our church collected 135 pair of underwear or the children of surrounding elementary schools. This pro-
gram will run until December 15th.  This annual Mitten Tree project is run by The United Methodist 
Women.   

 

The Crafty Ladies Christmas Bazaar was a huge success!  The ladies and men made over $6,300.00.  All of 
the proceeds go to local Mission projects. Thanks to the women, men, and a teenager who used their tal-
ents and time to make such beautiful items.  Thanks to everyone who brought something for the bake sale 
during the Bazaar.  Thanks to the ladies who were in charge of the goodies.   With some of their money 
that was raised 10 children from our elementary schools will have a Merry Christmas!  

 

There were 35 coats and two scarves  that  were collected!  The adult coats were given to CARES in Peters-
burg.  The Forbes family delivered the adult coats to CARES and they said that they really needed the 
coats!  The children’s coats were given to Marguerite Christian School.  They said that they could use sev-
eral coats for children.  I didn’t initiate this coat drive.  The person who brought the first coat in must 
have had it in their heart to share their coat with someone who needed it.  Thanks to whoever brought in 
that first coat.  God was in charge all of the way, as always! 

 

A HUGE thanks to Jessica Mathis for sharing her and her family’s  love for Operation Christmas Child.   
She took the initiative to implement the program and to see that everything was done to make this pro-
gram a success!  Our church collected 59 gift filled shoe boxes.   

 

On Thursday, November 14th a few of us from our church and Reverend Delano Douglas from VSU and 
two of his students gathered at our church to fix several batches of chili and corn muffins for people from 
Petersburg.  The people gathered at Third Baptist Church on Friday, November 15th,  they enjoyed a hot 
meal.  We fed 110 men, women and children! Thanks to everyone who went and thanks to everyone who 
gives to the church because this is where some of God’s treasures are being used! 

 

This year for the CCHASM Thanksgiving Meal drive,  our church collected 14 Meal kits and 1,245.00!  
Thanks so much to Doris and Frank Linkous,  for taking the donations and  helping out at the Chester-
field County Fairgrounds  sorting and giving  out the Meal kits to the families.  CCHASM met their goal 
of 2500 Meal Kits! 

 

The Backpack program is running smoothly because everyone has given so generously.  Thank you! 

UMCOR is collecting donations for the devastation in the 
Philippines. Thanks to everyone who made a donation.  We 
collected $290.00.  You can still make a contribution to  

UMCOR by visiting their website. As we examine what this 
season of Advent truly means to us, let’s not forget to remem-
ber others who may be less fortunate than us, for it is better to 
give than to receive!  

 
Merry Christmas! Ann McNinch, Missions Chair 

Missions 



 Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church December 2013 

United Methodist Women 
 

Remember to bring undies, socks, hats, scarves, gloves and mittens for our mitten trees located in 
the fellowship hall and out side the church office.  The last Sunday to bring these items is Decem-
ber 15th. 

 

Our next meeting is at the Forbes home on Monday, December 9th at 6:30 PM.  Please bring an 
hors d'oeuvre to share and a gift (either something you already have or a gift not over $10.00) in a 
brown grocery bag (either taped or stapled at the top) for a Chinese gift exchange. 

 

Remember Jesus is the Reason for the Season.  Wishing you a safe and happy holidays. 

 

Doris Morefield, UMW President 

PREPARE YE THE WAY OF THE LORD! Advent allows us to prepare for the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ. Make the most of this time of preparation, and you will enjoy Christmas so 
much more. The Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Men pray that your Christmas Season will 
be the best one you’ve ever had. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the United Method-
ist Men. All men are invited to become members of the UMM, simply come to our next meeting 
on December 17th, at River’s Bend Grill, at 6:30pm. The first time you come, I will buy your din-
ner. 

Charles Woodard, UMM President 

United Methodist Men 

 

CRAFT SHOW -- THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU SO 
MUCH!  The Crafty Ladies and Men would like to thank everyone who bought 
items to help make the Craft Show such a success.  $6,231.40 was outstanding 
and all of you who came to purchase something or made items for the bake sale 
made it happen.  We still have some crafts left and if you didn't buy everything 
you needed, just make contact with one of us and we will be happy to see if we 
have the article left and get it to you.  Remember all the funds raised go to sup-
port the church's mission work and your generosity will go a long way to help us 
fulfill our mission of helping others.  We appreciate your support and we hope 
you enjoy the crafts you purchased.  God Bless! 
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1 Krisann Mayes 

2  Amanda Scruggs, Carlene Cheatham;    

 & Zander Jenkins 

3  Binford Sloan II, Willard Lundy, Mike Morris,  

 & Lynnette Byrd 

5 Frederick Mayes 

6 Joe Sloan, Will Sloan 

7 Betty Forbes, Josephine Thinnes 

8 Linda Gutshall 

11 Marc Wilts, Paul Morgan 

12  Regina Raines, Sandra Marshall,   

 & Wendy Brown 

16 Ola Wyatt 

21 Morgan Marshall 

23 Arlene Stanton 

29 Chad Ritenour, Fred Proper 

31 Jared Caples 

Photos from the Craft Show 

 

Thank you to all of the Crafty Ladies and Men for all of their hard work on the handcrafts for the Craft Show! Thank you 
to everyone who baked items for the Bake Sale! Thank you to everyone who volunteered to work at the Craft Show and to 
everyone who helped to make it a success! 



December 2013 Sunday Servants   

SERVANT 

 

DECEMBER 1  

COMMUNION 

SUNDAY 

 

  DECEMBER 8 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

15 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

22 

 

DECEMBER 

24 

Christmas 

Eve 

DECEMBER 

29 

8:30 AM 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

 Marc & Mindy 

Wilts 

 Neil & Ditty 

Mooney 
 Wendy Brown 

Charlie & 
Elaine Ruxton  

5:30 PM  

TBA 
Youth 

11:00 AM 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

 

Tom & Pam 

Myrick  

 

  

Sandy & Betty 
Forbes 

 

Richard & Lilly 

Enz 

Fred & Peggy 

Proper 
11:00 PM 

TBA 
Youth 

Acolytes 

 Kathleen 
McNinch &  

Kelsey Callahan 

 Jared 
McDonough & 
Tyler Woodell 

Dylan Craddock 
& Abby Mayes 

Jeremy  

Gutshall &  

Branwyn 
McCormick 

Savannah 
Talley &  

Branwyn  

McCormick 

Justin LaRue 
& Mason 

Steinbraker 

Reader/ 

Lay Ser-

vant 
Tyler Craddock Tyler Craddock Tina Morris Tina Morris TBA Cindy Morgan 

 

Children’s 

Church  

 

 Kevin Anderson 
Sherry Strosnider 

& Bill Talley 
Amy Crump  Sheila LaRue  N/A 

Volunteer 
Needed 

Nursery  

Workers 

  

Volunteer 
Needed 

   

  

Volunteer 
Needed 

  

  

Volunteer 
Needed 

  

  

Volunteer 
Needed 

  

TBA 
Volunteer 
Needed 

UMYF 

Meals 

 

Volunteer 
Needed 

   

Sarah Mooney & 

Kelly Manor 
 Volunteer 

Needed 
Volunteer 
Needed 

N/A No UMYF 

Altar Guild for December:   Doris & Stuart Morefield, Doris & Frank Linkous   

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible: 

 Ushers/Greeters:  Mindy Wilts at 586-7195   

Acolytes:  Sheila LaRue at 454-1284  

Altar Guild:  Nancy Byrd at 530-5319  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Committee and Council Meetings 

in the Grundy Parlor on 

Tuesday, December 12 

6:00 PM SPRC 

6:45 PM Finance Committee 

7:30 PM Church  Council 
Please send reports for the December meeting to  

Council Secretary Tabitha Strickler 
(tabitha.strickler@gmail.com) no later than Friday,  

December 6.  At the December Church Council  

meeting, we will be able to better focus on thanking  

individuals for their service on the Council.  
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The United Methodist Youth Fellowship 
meets in the Fellowship Hall for dinner with 
an activity following at 6:00 PM on  
Sundays during the school year. See Pastor 
Beth for more information about UMYF! 

UMYF will not meet on December 29. 

 
 
 

The Mitten Trees are up! One Mitten 
Tree is front of the church office near the 
Sanctuary and the other Mitten Tree is in 
the Fellowship Hall near the outside 
door.  We are requesting items on each 
Sunday listed for children at local ele-
mentary schools: November 17th was 
UNDIES SUNDAY, November 24th was 
MITTENS & GLOVES SUNDAY, De-
cember 1st was SCARVES & HATS 
SUNDAY, December 8th is SOCKS SUN-
DAY, on December 15th ANY OF THE 
ABOVE, this is the last Sunday for items 
collected for the Mitten Trees.  Thank 
you in advance for your generosity! 

Attention all bakers… 
We're meeting on  

Wednesday, December 18th at 1:00 pm  
in the Fellowship Hall  

to put together cookie bags for  
special people in our  
Church community.   

Bring 2 dozen of your favorite  
homemade cookies  

and help fill the bags 
(and distribute if you can).   

Recommendations  
welcomed. 

See Peggy Proper if you  
have any questions. 

#530-3096 
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Bermuda Hundred UMC 
Are you a Parent of a Little One?  Are you looking for a place to share the  

Joys and Challenges of being a Parent? 

Come to P.o.L.O’s!  (Parents of Little Ones) 

Come on Wednesdays, December 4th, 11th, & 18th from 7-8pm   

to share the joys and challenges of  parenting!   

(Parents are invited to attend the Christmas Comfort Service at 7pm on Wednesday,  

December 11th, Little Ones will meet in the Nursery at 7pm on December 11th) 

Parents have a time of bible study, laughter, & fellowship while our children experience a  

small group time of singing, bible lessons, crafts, and  activities!   

Children learn songs and sing in worship once a month!   

Bermuda Hundred UMC 

2025 Florence Ave. , Chester, VA 23836 

www.bermudahundredumc.com 

 

Have you ever said, "I'm going to read the whole 
bible!" Only to stop somewhere in Genesis,  
Deuteronomy, or Numbers feeling overwhelmed 
and fatalistic about accomplishing the goal? It is 
possible to study and read the whole bible and 
to enjoy every part of it and get a lot out of the  
experience!  
 

The Disciple class meets on Sundays from 4:00 PM—6:00 PM.  
The Disciple Class will not meet on December 29. 

 

(804) 530-1391 or bhumchurch@comcast.net 

http://www.bermudahundredumc.com

